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Appeals court reinstates Galena's approval of Sonoma-style resort

By Dennis Rodkin
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A rendering of the winery and vineyard proposed for the Parker site
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A proposed cottage resort in Galena is getting new life now than an Illinois appeals court has

overturned a 2024 decision that had blocked the plan.

"We feel good about restarting our work" on the proposed resort, said Dave Hooten, whose firms

True North and Bien Vie plan 120 cottages, a winery, banquet facilities and other amenities on 80

acres about half a mile southeast of Galena's downtown area. Called the Parker, the site is 160 miles

from downtown Chicago.

More 

Share

UPDATED 9 MINUTES AGO|

Gift Article

Good Afternoon, DavidNewsletters



Judge deals blow to developer's hopes of building Sonoma-style resort in Galena

Buying a second home in Harbor Country or Lake Geneva? Be prepared to wait.

Chicago's lead over U.S. home price growth narrows

A three-judge panel in the Fourth District Appellate Court of Illinois ruled yesterday that a lower

court judge erred when he ruled in August 2024 that Galena had to throw out any ordinances it

passed to make the Parker possible. The 2024 decision found that Galena officials violated the rights

of Wendy Clark, who lives next to the Parker site, by not allowing her to cross-examine presenters at

city meetings about the project.

Clark "had an unlimited opportunity to pose questions," Justice Raylene Grischow wrote in the state

appellate court's decision, and at times passed when her chance to speak came. 

Clark told Crain's today the judges "didn't see what I and dozens of others at those meetings saw,"

which she described as a city panel "rushing to approve the Parker."

The decision opens the door for Hooten's firms to restart work on the project. Virtually all worked

stopped in late 2023, when the legal challenge from Clark began. "We haven't done anything" since

then on the project, Hooten said. He estimates the total cost of the Parker, to be completed over five

phases, will be between $30 million and $40 million.

The cost may now be higher than it was in 2023 because of rising costs of construction and

materials, but Hooten said today he hasn't yet calculated the change. Also uncertain at the moment,

he said, is when the first rentals will be available, as a new timeline has to be laid out with all parties

involved.

Demand for the project has not changed in the interim, Hooten said. 

"We know demand is there," he said. One gauge of that is that "for the best lodging in Galena, you

have to book months in advance. There are wonderful places to stay in Galena, but there can be

more."

Hooten's firm Bien Vie already operates the Wisconsin resorts the Cranberry Inn, in Mercer, and the

Waters of Minocqua. He envisions the Parker as a getaway resort along the lines of wine country

resorts in Napa Valley "and especially Sonoma," citing the Montage Healdsburg, a 285-acre property

with an 11.5-acre vineyard, as the specific inspiration.

"Doing a weekend getaway to wine country from Chicago is cumbersome" with flights and driving,

Hooten said, but aiming toward Galena, "you can drive a few hours from Chicago, Madison or

Milwaukee and have the whole weekend. Leave at 3 p.m. Sunday and you're home in the evening."

Clark told Crain's following the appellate court's decision that the Parker "is wrong for Galena" and

"adds to problems we already have."
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Key among them is traffic on U.S. Highway 20, the main route between Galena and Chicago. On

weekends it can already be as slow as the Kennedy Expressway at rush hour. The Park the Parker

website, set up to oppose the resort, says the project would add hundreds of cars per day to the area

around the highway's intersection with Blackjack Road.

Galena and Jo Daviess County officials are working on a possible $10 million revamp of the

intersection of Highway 20 and Blackjack. The effort is not tied directly to the Parker proposal but

aims to ease traffic congestion overall.

Because the Parker would be half a mile from the heart of Galena and offer shuttles for guests who

didn't want to walk the distance, Hooten said, "we're not putting a lot of cars downtown" where

parking can be hard to find at busy times.
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Dennis Rodkin is a senior reporter covering residential real estate for Crain’s Chicago Business. He joined Crain’s in 2014 and has been

covering real estate in Chicago since 1991.
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More in Residential Real Estate

La Grange developer's housing plan for Art Deco building faces opposition
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Cook County tax bill delays cause headaches for homebuyers
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Kenilworth mansion sells for $14.5 million, Chicago area's second-highest home price of 2025
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Cook County tax bill delays cause headaches for homebuyers

AAR inks big office lease at Merchandise Mart

New York firm picks up Niles shopping center for $40M

Lakefront Kenilworth house built in 1957 for sale for the first time ever
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